[Incidence and endoscopic characteristics of airway injuries associated endotracheal intubation in children].
Describe the incidence and endoscopic characteristics of airway injuries in children submitted to intubation. During a two-year period (October/1999-October/2001) we conducted a prospective study in which all patients that required intubation, excluding those who deceased before extubation and newborns (NB) weighing less than 1.250 g, were submitted to airway endoscopy at extubation. The endoscopic findings were classified as minor, moderate or severe. Descriptions were made through proportions and medians, comparisons were done through chi-square for proportions. We studied 61 NB and 154 children. In 89.8%, 55 NB and 138 children (P=0.89), it was detected at least one lesion in a total of 507. Patients with minor lesions were 54.8% (IC95%: 48.1-61.5), those with moderate were 24.2% (IC95%: 18.5-30.0) and severe injury occurred in 10.7% (IC95%: 6.6-14.8). Lesions at the glottis (48.1% of lesions) and subglottis (35.1%) presented the highest incidence. Erosions had the highest incidence in both age groups (P=0.88). Vocal folds edema was the main moderate lesion in both groups (P=0.96), followed by ulcerations (P=0.92). Fibrous nodules at vocal folds and adhesions were the main severe injuries in both groups (P=0.12). Subglottic stenosis was detected in 2.8% of the patients without difference between groups (P=0.35). We observed a high incidence of airway injury, without statistical significant difference between age groups in regard to the incidence and characteristics of the injuries. Minor injury was detected in the majority of the population. Lesions were mainly noticed at the glottis and were characterized by erosions, edema and ulcerations.